Belser supporst stop-gap budget to keep
schools open while recognizing
challengesthat remain

July 12016 9:51 AM

ALTON - State Rep. Dan Beiser, D-Alton, issued the following statement after the
passage of stop-gap budget measure which passed on Thursday:

“The spending bills passed today will ensure our schools open on time, provide much
needed funding for social service organizations, and allow construction projectsto
continue on schedule. The budget provides a six-month spending plan for all of these
programs, except elementary and secondary education, which is fully funded for the
next fiscal year.

“This budget removes the anxiety school administrators, teachers and parents have had
during the past months about whether or not schools will open in the fall. With other



legidlators, | fought attempts by the governor to decrease funding for our local schools.
Instead, teachers and students in our region will have additional resourcesto usein the
classroom.

“The spending bill also provides funding for human services for the next six months.
This includes funding for in-home care for seniors, domestic and sexual abuse
programs, services for children with disabilities and breast cancer screenings. Our
seniors, children and most vulnerable citizens will be able to continue receiving the
services they need and alittle bit of pressure will be taken off providers.

“Even though these spending bills were passed, it is not enough. | am calling on the
governor and legislative leaders to continue to negotiate a full budget. If this spending
plan expiresin six months, our colleges and universities, human service providers,
students, seniors and disabled residents will be in the same position they were yesterday.
We must focus on long-term solutions that provide stability for our economy and
promote the health and safety of our communities.”

For more information, please contact Beiser’ s constituent services office at 618-465-
5900 or email dvbeiser@sbcglobal.net.
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